
Operation Rescue Ethiopia (ORE) is a Christian NGO [Non-
Governmental Organisation] operating in the northern part of 
Ethiopia in Tigray province. It is run by Ethiopians and, working 
closely with the local authorities, reaches out to HIV/Aids 
orphans and street children, seeking to maximise their physical, 
emotional, psychological and spiritual development so that they 
can achieve their full potential.  

The main ORE centre is in Mekelle, with two other centres 
further north in Adwa and Adigrat. An opportunity to build 
a  fourth ORE centre in a needy place  called Maichew is 
currently under consideration. 

How does ORE achieve its aims?

Orphans, street children and the very poor come to the three 
centres each day, including holidays. Most attend school for 
half a day and come to the centre for the other half day. Every 
child receives a hot meal and attends tutorial classes designed 
to improve their level of  educational achievement. They are 
encouraged to wash daily, using the facilities in the centre 
and are given school uniforms and school materials. Money is 
given to their carers to buy them clothes and shoes during the 
year. At each centre they also play and interact with the other 
children socially. Medical assistance is also provided for each 
child. Some of the children are HIV+ and they get additional 
care. Each session at the centre begins with ‘devotions’ when 
the children are taught from the Bible and encouraged to make 
responsible moral life choices.

How many children are currently supported?
There are over 400 children cared for daily. This is a community 
based project with most children able to live with family 
members or neighbours but if this is not possible because there 
are no family members to support them, the children are cared 
for in one of the small residential units.
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Family house: children without parents and relatives live like 
a large family of brothers and sisters with a house mother in 
charge. Currently there are 18 children in this house and this 
includes some who are HIV+. Also cared for are some older 
blind girls. From time to time, as there is need, there is  a 
boys’ house  for adolescent boys without any family. 

Project for the blind:  As well as those blind girls who live in 
the family house there are  over 60 blind adolescents who 
are supported financially to enable them to complete their 
education.  At the centre there are educational resources to 
help them in their studies.

What support does ORE get from N Ireland?
The charity has been supported since its inception in 2000 
by a small group of people and organisations. Many from the 
province have joined teams on visits to Ethiopia. The main 
financial support is given through monthly sponsorships of 
children. Financial support was formalised with ORE being 
registered with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland. 
(NIC 100397) All monies donated go to ORE in Ethiopia 
and Gift Aid can be claimed on donations. Administration 
costs are funded here by the trustees so supporters can be 
assured that 100% of each donation goes to the project.

Future Opportunities for ORE
The vision to build a fourth centre in Maichew, 80 miles 
south of Mekelle, could take around two years to complete. 

The building, fitting out and staffing costs taken together, 
present the charity with challenging financial targets. Our 
aim is to raise the profile of ORE and to attract new partners 
willing to support this work. 

There are many ways for individuals and organisations to 
sponsor or contribute to this much needed new centre. 

We welcome the opportunity to meet new potential 
partners and outline further the details of this work. 

Now to him who is able 
to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that 
is at work within us

Ephesians 3:20

To find out more email us at: info@operationrescue.co.uk


